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Nancy Shlmozaki *-
Period 2 English II 
November 18, 1942^ w  c o o K  
NISEI COLLECTION 
University of The Pacl 
One cold December night, a baby girl  was born on an 
Island called Bouldin. This child was the third child in the 
family, there were two other boys. Most of her childhood was 
spend"living on an island. Her parents were farmers. She was 
taught to speak Japanese and was always playing with Japanese 
American children. 
3he received her first schooling with a group of Japanese 
American students and in the island school you attend a whole 
term of 1 B and 1 term of 1 A to understand English. Attend­
ing school was enjoyable, but very difficult,  there are two 
main factors: they are: She always spoke Japanese and school 
was irregular because of transportation difficulty. This^was 
specially true when her family moved to another Island called 
Venice, when she was still  in 1 A. The children attending 
school would be ready and waiting for a speed boat^ which picked 
them up at 7 o'clock at the landing. Later when the speed 
boat no longer came for them, they would get up at 5 o'clock 
and leave for school at 6 o'clock to walk 8 miles. Days 
when i t  rained, which was usually from Nov. to Feb. they were 
unable to attend school because the roads were unpastable. 
On frosty morning they walked through fields which were fro­
zen, got on a ferry to cross to another Island, ^alked along 
the highway, crossed a bridge and finally reached school. 
This continued for about a year, until  the foreman cf the 
island offered one of his trucks as a bus, this was only tor 
a year because the island flooded in the year of 1932. 
The year 1932 will be remembered by all  who l ived tnrough 
those terrible months. Their '^om^s as well as toose of their 
friends were crushed and another baby girl  was born during 
the flood, the baby caught pneumonia and died, 32 days after 
birth. Because of this sorrow she will never forget the 
flood which destroyed the family home and all  tnat they have 
worked for. . 
During the following year on the following day of her 
f th hi rt .hday her father passed away, leaving the mother to 
care for 7 child.ren, (6 boys and 1 eirl).  The oldest being 
12 and youngest only 6 month. The oldest boy worked during 
the summer to help their mother, since the mother had to work 
in the field, the daughter had to do the house work and she 
and her second brother cared for the b:by. Eelng only 9 i t  
was hard for her although the work was made easier by the 
help given by her second brother. This 1ife of attending 
school (English A Japanese) and having the responsibility of 
the home continued until  the family again moved, this time 
to Lodi, California, where they started a poultry ^arm. 
P?me 2 
She was in the 6 B at this time, but she found she could 
not speak English, but she understood wh^t was being said. 
You see she always spoke Japa.nese at home and school, since 
in school out in'  the island at the most there were only 5 
American or white students. So in the island school almost 
all  the students spoke Japanese which made i t  almost impossi­
ble to learn to speak English. In fact her teacher was try­
ing to learn to speak Japanese. 
Slowly but surely she gradually was able to speak English 
because for the first time she was in with a large group of 
American boys & girls.  At the end of 6 A she won 3rd place 
in an essay contest which showed her improvement in English. 
Still  struggling to improve her English she went for special 
help to her English teacher. Now she was able to take a 
rather active part in class discussionvithout being ashamed 
of speaking, but still  she had a long way to go. 
While in the 6 and 7 grade she didn't  do much work at 
home except washing the family clothes, because her mother 
wasn't  ery busy. In her Sth grade they moved to another 
part of Loai, to st~rt farming. To help the mother, the 
children daily after school worked out in the field. 
During her Sth grade she was g1ven her biggest chance to 
improve her English. This was possible since the Feedham 
School offered a course in Speak. Besides this subject she 
took: English, Science, Mathematics, Home Sc.,  History, Art,  
Library, and Journalism. In 9 B & A she took the following: 
English, Orientation, General Science la , Bym, Element^ry^ 
Business, Home ^c. la,  and English. Bookkeeping I ,  English, 
Typing I ,  Home Ec. II,  Study and Gym, was taken in her 10 
B & A. During these two years the family planted strawberries 
and tomatoes, so again the children worked after and before 
school daily. By this means the family finally got a fast 
hold an l ife, which means to express the fact that the long 
suffering and hardship was finally overcome and the family 
could take things easier than the years before. They had 
planned to take a lon«' waited vacation the coming summer. 
But all  these plans were destroyed because of the war and 
their evacuation. 
On May 18, 1942, she had to check out of school because 
she was leaving for camp on the 20th. You must understand 
the hate that was in her heart the day she left Lodi, and 
entered the camp. Because of this evacuation all  their 
belonging or most of i t  had to be sold and news things had 
to be purchased. 
Page 3 
Now that she is in Relocation Center in I cG-e'nee, Arkansas, 
he looks back or those 5 iront'ns .and sadly says: "If I coulo 
only live those months over again there's so many thirds I 
didn't do which I could have. Such as, gone to school or 
rather continued my studies for you see I started out with 
Spanish, English and History, but to my disappointed I dropped 
ail except History. After a month or more of History I 
dropped it and took up drafting, of course I studied that 
until the class closed. 
"You see I also wished I got some kind.of a job during 
that 5 month. By that means, I could have saved a crea't 
(at least $30) consisting the fact that they only raid 
$3.00, $12.00 and $16.00. If I had saved I would have a more 
brighter outlook toward the future when we leave camp." 
Now she is attending school daily, but before school 
opened she was working in her less as a waitress. 
Once again let us let her express her feeling. 
"'.hile in here I would like to prepare for something so 
when I leave camp I will be useful. To prepare ~yself for 
the future I would like to fret Just as much education as I 
can. 
"0ne thing I do sincerely hope is that I will be able 
to understand why the Japanese Arerican here in camp hps to 
fight among themselves. Can't they e thought tha.t there is 
enough fighting going on, outside J Isn't there any way of 
having the people from Santa Anita Assembly Center and 
Stockton Assembly Center becoming ^ riends? 
"Above all this I would like to improve my English so 
I will not have to feel ashamed when speaking. Not only that, 
but I would like to make something of myself so my mother will 
be proud of roe. You see up to now we all had to work rard, 
especially my mother, and I fee we(her children) should ^ive 
mother a rest after the "rar ends. " 
